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Will the Power Stay on in PA?
After two states (CA and TX) had severe power outages over the last
year, you have to wonder whether something similar could happen
here in Pennsylvania. Legislators are racing to make their states
greener by changing over to renewable energy sources. For
example, Massachusetts is moving towards electrification of
buildings which would require heat pumps for residential heating.
Other cities have banned natural gas hookups for new construction.
Certainly lowering emissions is a positive, but doing so with broad,
unproven policies may put a state’s energy infrastructure at risk. A
risk that constituents don’t realize the full extent of until their heat
and power is out.

Steve Oehlert

Watch my spring update on the Oehlert Bros. YouTube Channel!

WEATHER UPDATE
This last winter was thirteen percent warmer than
average until the start of February when temperatures dropped and snow storm after snow storm
passed through the area. Since the last two winters
had little snow of any consequence, this year was a
reminder of more normal
winter weather in PA.

A/C Tip!

Before you actually need to use
your air conditioning system to
beat back the heat, test it out in
late April or early May on a warm
day to make sure it comes on and
cools. This way you won’t have an
uncomfortable surprise when you
really need the cooling.

BioHeat Plus Heating Oil Update
The fuel that Oehlert Bros. has been delivering to
our customers has been at the forefront of being
clean and efficient since 2007 when we started
blending renewable refined soybean oil with all of
our home heating oil. Now that we exclusively use
Ultra Low Sulfur Heating Oil the emissions have
been further lowered and burns cleaner than natural gas! Did you know that for two years, we
used 100 percent soybean oil in our office heating
system and it ran great! The future of home heating fuels continues to get better every year!
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Check Out Some of Our Recent
Professional Installations!
Before
AC Attic System

After

Contractor versus Equipment

A+ Rating

Don’t make the typical mistake
It is important to give at least equal weighting to the importance of the contractor installing your home’s
HVAC equipment. With the availability of information on the internet, many homeowners get very
focused on the make and model of a unit they would like to install. Of course this is important, but if the
equipment is not installed correctly or if the installation contractor is out of business in a year or two it
doesn’t matter how good the equipment is. A system is much more expensive if it has be installed a
second time!

Whole House Air Cleaners
An Aprilaire whole house air
cleaner will make the allergy season more comfortable for you and
your family! A whole house air
cleaner attaches to your warm air
furnace and only takes half a day
to install! Call for more information and we’ll provide you
with a quote.

Replace your Tank if it has
been in service for more
than 30 years!
Should a leak occur, most homeowners
insurance will NOT cover the cleanup costs.

Have your Chimney Lined by Oehlert Bros.!
If your chimney has been in use for more than 25 years, it is time to invest in a
chimney liner. Not only is it a structural issue, but it is also a safety issue. As your
chimney ages, cracks allow exhaust and carbon monoxide to infiltrate your home.
The original terracotta chimney liner could also collapse and cause exhaust from your
heater to come back into your home. It may not be an exciting upgrade to your home,
but it is an important one! Give us a call so we can inspect your chimney and
provide you with a quote!

Local Comfort! Local Savings!
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Mail Delivery Malfunctions
Make sure your payment arrives by
using your online OBI Account.

Check your OBI Account
Online!
www.TheEnergyExperts.com

It is no secret that first class mail has
been delayed or not arriving at all
lately. We have had customers
send payments to our regular
mailing address only to have the
mail returned to them stating
“No Such Address”.

Emergency Delivery or Repair Service is Just A Call Away!
Texas Energy Problems could hit
the Northeast Corridor.
The future of energy is certainly going to be a mix of
renewable fuels including wind power, solar power and
renewable diesel. So that Northeast homeowners don’t
fall victim to similar power outages, regulations need to
be thoughtful and realistic. “The ice-cold reality is that
grid regulators across the U.S. are struggling to keep the
power on during extreme weather. They have been able
to avoid more blackouts by ordering
energy conservation. But Texas shows that
conservation isn’t enough, as government
(Continued on page 4)

Price Protection Programs Save up to Fifty Cents per Gallon
What will prices do this year?
Prices moved up steadily through the fall and winter this year with demand increasing as global
economies started re-opening. Due to Covid-19, many oil producing rigs shut down and they have not
been brought back online yet. The current U.S. rig count stands at 299 compared to 682 one year ago.
As prices rise and economies keep improving, rigs will slowly keep coming back online. So what will
prices do this coming year? I have little idea other than believing that there is more upside risk than
downside risk. But one thing I have come to learn over many years in the business
is that I cannot predict prices even though I think they should go one way or the
other. Petroleum prices can be volatile, so I always recommend that our customers
take advantage of one of our price protection programs which start in April and
June each year. Knowing that you’ll never spend more than $x.xx per gallon gives
peace of mind to you and your home’s budget. Watch for our SmartPay monthly
payment Program in April and for our Prepay Program in early June.
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(Continued from page 3) Texas Power

mandates make America more reliant on electric power for everything from heating to cars. Some
legislators want to make Americans even more dependent on the grid by banning gas hookups in homes and
mandating electric cars. This is a recipe for blackouts nationwide as coal and nuclear plants retire because
they can’t compete against subsidized renewables. New England’s grid operator in 2018 predicted outages in
the winter of 2024-2025 in most cases it analyzed. Blame in part New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who has
blocked new gas pipelines from Pennsylvania to his state and New England. He has also ordered the Indian
Point nuclear plant, which has historically provided a third of the Big Apple’s power, to close this April.
Renewables generate 2% of downstate power, so New York will depend
more on gas, which means less for New England. New York’s grid operator
recently warned of ‘resource gaps’ and ‘energy shortfalls.’”
Texas is a striking reminder that energy policy can go off the rails.
California has also had its fair share of energy emergencies recently. These
energy failures need to be a lesson about the real world consequences of
energy policy that has not be well thought out so Pennsylvania and the
Northeast corridor don’t end up with the heat and lights off.

PECO Pulls the Plug on the
Smart A/C Saver Program

Ultra-Low Sulfur Heating Oil!

After ten years of paying consumers to allow
them to cycle off air conditioners via a wireless controller, the program has been discontinued. The PUC cited that conservation dollars would be better spent on conventional
energy-saving measures such as low wattage
lighting, programmable thermostats, or programs to induce consumers to switch to newer energy efficient appliances. If you are a
medium to heavy user of A/C and your system is twenty plus years in service, a new
system will be the best way to lower summer
electric costs. Older systems are much less
efficient than today’s systems.
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